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Balance is an essential guideline for air commanders.  Much of the skill of an air 
component commander is reflected in the dynamic and correct balancing of the 
principles of joint operations and the tenets of airpower to bring Air Force 
capabilities together to produce synergistic effects.  An air component commander 
should balance combat opportunity, necessity, effectiveness, efficiency, and the impact 
on accomplishing assigned objectives against the associated risk to friendly forces.   
 
An Airman is uniquely—and best—suited to determine the proper theater-wide balance 
between offensive and defensive air operations, and among strategic, operational, and 
tactical applications.  Air, space, and cyberspace assets are normally available only in 
finite numbers; thus, balance is a crucial determinant for an air component commander. 
 

 

VOLUME 1 BASIC DOCTRINE 

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=V1-D60-Principles-of-Joint-Ops.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=V1-D80-Tenets-of-Airpower.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=V1-D83-Synergistic-Effects.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/dnv1vol1.htm
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