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ABBREVIATIONS 
 
D&M     detection and monitoring 
DA     direct action 
DAFL     directive authority for logistics 
DART     DCGS Analysis and Reporting Team 
DASC     direct air support center 
DATCALS    deployable air traffic control and landing system 
DCA     defensive counterair 
DCGS distributed common ground/surface system; 

distributed common ground system 
DCO defense coordinating officer; defensive cyberspace 

operations 
DCS     Deputy Chief of Staff 
DDOC     deployment and distribution operations center 
DE     directed energy 
DEPORD    deployment order 
DGS     distributed ground station 
DHS     Department of Homeland Security 
DIA     Defense Intelligence Agency 
DIME     diplomatic, informational, military, and economic 
DIMO     Defense Institute for Medical Operations 
DIRLAUTH    direct liaison authorized 
DIRMOBFOR   director of mobility forces 
DIRSPACEFOR   director of space forces 
DISA     Defense Information Systems Agency 
DISN     Defense Information Systems Network 
DNBI     disease and non-battle injury [4-02 D07] 
DOD     Department of Defense 
DODD     Department of Defense directive 
DODI     Department of Defense instruction 

AIR FORCE GLOSSARY 

https://doctrine.af.mil/DTM/dtmglossary.htm


DODIN Ops  Department of Defense information network 
operations 

DOJ     Department of Justice 
DOS     Department of State 
DPI     desired point of impact 
DPOC     Air Force Distributed Common Ground System 

Processing, Exploitation, and Dissemination  
Operations Center 

DSC     defensive space control 
DSCA     Defense Security Cooperation Agency; defense  
     support of civil authorities 
DTM     doctrine topic module 
DTRA     Defense Threat Reduction Agency 

 
DEFINITIONS 

datum (geodetic).  1. A reference surface consisting of five quantities: the latitude and 
longitude of an initial point, the azimuth of a line from that point, and the parameters of 
the reference ellipsoid. 2. The mathematical model of the earth used to calculate the 
coordinates on any map. Different nations use different datum for printing coordinates 
on their maps. (JP 2-03)  [The datum is usually referenced in the marginal information of 
each map.] {Italicized definition in brackets is offered for clarity} 

decentralized execution.  Delegation of execution authority to subordinate 
commanders. (JP 3-30, Volume 1)   

deception. Those measures designed to mislead the enemy by manipulation, 
distortion, or falsification of evidence to induce him to react in a manner prejudicial to his 
interests. (Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia) <https://fas.org/man/dod-
101/dod/docs/encyd_h.pdf> 

decisive point.  A geographic place, specific key event, critical factor, or function that, 
when acted upon, allows commanders to gain a marked advantage over an adversary 
or contribute materially to achieving success. See also center of gravity.  (JP 5-0) 

defense force commander. The senior Air Force commander responsible for the air 
base normally delegates operational authority to conduct integrated base defense to the 
defense force commander. The defense force commander exercises command and 
control through an established chain of command and directs the planning and 
execution of base defense operations. Also called DFC. (AFTTP 3-10.1)  

defense support of civil authorities.  Support provided by US Federal military forces, 
Department of Defense civilians, Department of Defense contract personnel, 
Department of Defense component assets, and National Guard forces (when the 

https://fas.org/man/dod-101/dod/docs/encyd_h.pdf
https://fas.org/man/dod-101/dod/docs/encyd_h.pdf


Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the governors of the affected states, elects 
and requests to use those forces in Title 32, United States Code, status) in response to 
requests for assistance from civil authorities for domestic emergencies, law 
enforcement Support, and other domestic activities, or from qualifying entities for 
special events. Also called DSCA.  Also known as civil support. (DODD 3025.18) 

defensive counterair. All defensive measures designed to neutralize or destroy enemy 
forces attempting to penetrate or attack through friendly airspace.  Also called DCA. 
See also counterair; offensive counterair.  (JP 3-01)  [Defensive counterair operations 
are synonymous with air defense operations. Defensive counterair encompasses both 
active and passive measures and is normally conducted near or over friendly territory 
and generally reacts to the initiative of enemy forces.] (Annex 3-01) {Italicized definition 
in brackets applies only to the Air Force and is offered for clarity}  

defensive cyberspace operations. Passive and active cyberspace operations 
intended to preserve the ability to utilize friendly cyberspace capabilities and protect 
data, networks, net-centric capabilities, and other designated systems. Also called 
DCO. (JP 3-12) 

definitive care.  Care rendered to conclusively manage a patient’s condition. It includes 
the full range of preventive, curative acute, convalescent, restorative, and rehabilitative 
medical care. (JP 4-02) 

deliberate planning.  1. The Adaptive Planning and Execution system process 
involving the development of joint operation plans for contingencies identified in joint 
strategic Planning documents.  2. A planning process for the deployment and 
employment of apportioned forces and resources that occurs in response to a 
hypothetical situation. (JP 5-0) 

deliberate targeting.  The part of the tasking process for prosecuting targets that are 
detected, identified, and developed in sufficient time to schedule actions against them in 
tasking cycle products such as the ATO. (Annex 3-60) 

Department of Defense information network operations.  Operations to design, 
build, configure, secure, operate, maintain, and sustain Department of Defense 
networks to create and preserve information assurance on the Department of Defense 
information networks. Also called DODIN Ops. (JP 3-12R) NOTE: The Air Force uses 
the term Air Force information network (AFIN) operations. (AFI 10-1701) 

deployment order.  A planning directive from the Secretary of Defense, issued by the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, that authorizes and directs the transfer of forces 
between combatant commands by reassignment or attachment. Also called DEPORD. 
(JP 5-0) 

design.  A method of critical and creative thinking for understanding, visualizing, and 
describing complex, ill-structured problems and the approaches to resolve them.  
(Annex 3-0)  

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-01-D08-AIR-Framework.pdf
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deterrence. The prevention of action by the existence of a credible threat of 
unacceptable counteraction and/or belief that the cost of action outweighs the perceived 
benefits. (JP 3-0)  

direct action.  Short-duration strikes and other small-scale offensive actions conducted 
as a special operation in hostile, denied, or diplomatically sensitive environments and 
which employ specialized military capabilities to seize, destroy, capture, exploit, 
recover, or damage designated targets. Also called DA. (JP 3-05) 

directed energy.  An umbrella term covering technologies that relate to the production 
of a beam of concentrated electromagnetic energy or atomic or subatomic particles. 
Also called DE. (JP 3-13.1) 

directed-energy warfare.    Military action involving the use of directed-energy 
weapons, devices, and countermeasures. Also called DEW. (JP 3-13.1) […to either 
cause direct damage or destruction of enemy equipment, facilities, and personnel, or to 
determine, exploit, reduce, or prevent hostile use of the electromagnetic spectrum 
through damage, destruction, and disruption.  It also includes actions taken to protect 
friendly equipment, facilities, and personnel and retain friendly use of the 
electromagnetic spectrum. (Annex 3-51) {Italicized definition in brackets applies only to 
the Air Force and is offered for clarity}   

direct effect. First-order result of an action with no intervening effect between action 
and outcome. Usually immediate, physical, and readily recognizable (e.g., weapons 
employment results).  (Annex 3-0)  

direct liaison authorized. That authority granted by a commander (any level) to a 
subordinate to directly consult or coordinate an action with a command or agency within 
or outside of the granting command. Also called DIRLAUTH. (JP 1) [Direct liaison 
authorized is more applicable to planning than operations and always carries with it the 
requirement of keeping the commander granting direct liaison authorized informed. 
Direct liaison authorized is a coordination relationship, not an authority through which 
command may be exercised.] (Annex 3-30) {Italicized definition in brackets applies only 
to the Air Force and is offered for clarity} 

direct support.  A mission requiring a force to support another specific force and 
authorizing it to answer directly to the supported force’s request for assistance.  Also 
called DS.  (JP 3-09.3)  

directive authority for logistics. Combatant commander authority to issue directives 
to subordinate commanders to ensure the effective execution of approved operation 
plans, optimize the use or reallocation of available resources, and prevent or eliminate 
redundant facilities and/or overlapping functions among the Service component 
commands. Also called DAFL. (JP 1) 

director of mobility forces. The designated agent for all air mobility issues in the area 
of responsibility or joint operations area, exercising coordinating authority between the 
air operations center (or appropriate theater command and control node), the 618 Air 



Operations Center (Tanker Airlift Control Center), and the joint deployment and 
distribution operation center or joint movement center, in order to expedite the 
resolution of air mobility issues. Also called DIRMOBFOR. (JP 3-17) 

director of space forces. Normally is a senior Air Force officer with broad space 
expertise and theater familiarity, normally nominated by the AFSPC/CC and appointed 
by the theater COMAFFOR. In the preferred construct of a dual-hatted 
COMAFFOR/JFACC, the DIRSPACEFOR serves as the senior space advisor to the 
JFACC, in an appropriate capacity, to tailor space operations as part of the JFC’s 
campaign plan.  Also, this position normally requires a support staff to coordinate 
requirements specific to the JOA and ongoing military operations. Also called 
DIRSPACEFOR. (Annex 3-14) 

distributed operations. When independent or interdependent forces, some of which 
may be outside the joint operations area, participate in the operational planning and/or 
decision making to accomplish missions and objectives for commanders. (Annex 3-30) 

doctrine.  Fundamental principles by which the military forces or elements thereof 
guide their actions in support of national objectives. It is authoritative but requires 
judgment in application. (CJCSI 5120.02)    

drop zone.  A specific area upon which airborne troops, equipment, or supplies are 
airdropped. Also called DZ. (JP 3-17) 

dual-capable aircraft.  Allied and US fighter aircraft tasked and configured to perform 
either conventional or theater nuclear missions. Also called DCA. (JP 1-02) 

dynamic targeting.  Targeting that prosecutes targets identified too late, or not 
selected for action in time to be included in deliberate targeting. (JP 3-60)  
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