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Airbase Opening Transition Events 
 

There are specific times during airbase opening when transitions between events may 
drive actions that combat support (CS) forces should be prepared for.  The figure, Air 
Expeditionary Task Force (AETF) Force Modules and Process Seams, illustrates 
those times when process seams may generate subsequent actions to ensure the 
airbase opening process is as smooth as possible.1

  
 

 

Airbase Opening Transfer of Responsibility 
 
The transfer of responsibilities from airbase opening to the initial Establish the Base force 
module occurs in two stages. 
 
 Senior airfield authority (SAA) responsibilities will normally transfer from the initial 

                                                 
1 For more detailed information on force modules as used in airbase opening, see AFI 10-401, Air Force 
Operations Planning and Execution. 
 

 

 ANNEX 4-0 COMBAT SUPPORT 

                                                                     LEGEND 
BOS-I: Base operating support-integrator MANPADS: Man-portable air defense system 
C2: Command and control SAA: Senior airfield authority 
EOD: Explosive ordnance disposal SHORAD: Short range air defense 
FES: Fire and emergency services SOF: Special operations forces 
FP: Force protection USA: US Army 
OPS: Operations USMC: US Marine Corps 

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-30-D38-C2-AETF.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-30-D38-C2-AETF.pdf
http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/af_a3_5/publication/afi10-401/afi10-401.pdf%23page%3D87
http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/af_a3_5/publication/afi10-401/afi10-401.pdf%23page%3D87


 

airbase opening force commander to the air expeditionary wing or group 
commander. 
 

 Functional airbase opening capabilities and responsibilities will normally transfer 
from the initial airbase opening forces (Open the Base force module forces or 
contingency response force) to the initial Establish the Base force module forces 
when like forces are in place. 
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