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Effective command and control (C2) arrangements and relationships are crucial to the 
success of strategic attack (SA).  Unity of effort is key to the success of SA 
operations and can only be achieved through command and control 
arrangements that ensure unity of command.  The commander, Air Force forces 
(COMAFFOR) or joint force air component commander (JFACC) should be the 
supported commander for SA operations who, in turn, supports the achievement of the 
joint force commander’s (JFC) objectives.  The concept of centralized control and 
decentralized execution of air and space forces is vital to effective SA because the 
synergy of all applied force elements is needed to debilitate the adversary’s willingness 
and capability to wage war.  The fragmented air command structure used during the 
Vietnam War proved that piecemeal application of force by the various Air Force and 
other Service force elements dilutes the effectiveness of an operation and often serves 
to extend an operation without achieving US national or military objectives.  
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https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-30-D02-C2-C2-Defined.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-70-D03-STRAT-Definition.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=V1-D71-Unity-of-Effort.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-30-D16-C2-COMAFFOR.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-30-D17-C2-JFACC.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=AF-GLOSSARY-J.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=V1-D81-CC-DE.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=V1-D81-CC-DE.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/DTM/dtmstrategicattack.htm
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