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To address growth in diverse regional commitments, the Air Force established the air
expeditionary force (AEF) concept as a means to provide Air Force forces and
associated support on a rotational, and thus, a relatively more predictable basis. AEFs
however only provide a source of readily trained operational and support forces. They
do not provide for a commander (specifically, a commander, Air Force forces) or the
necessary command and control mechanisms. Thus, AEFs by themselves are not
discrete, employable entities. Forces sourced from AEFs should fall in on in-theater
command structures, and link up with in-theater Air Force forces. Thus, while AEF
forces may deploy, they stand up as part of an Air Force component (which may be in
the form of an air expeditionary task force), not as their own warfighting entity.

In short, the AEF is the mechanism for managing and scheduling forces for
expeditionary use; the AETF is the Air Force warfighting organization normally attached
to a JFC.

Refer to AFI 10-401, Air Force Operations Planning and Execution, for further details.
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