
 

 

 
LAUNCH DETECTION 
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Launch detection is accomplished by space-based and ground-based sensors to 
provide real-time and post-launch analysis to determine orbital characteristics and 
potential conjunctions with other objects in space.  Detection of space launches is 
accomplished for both domestic and foreign launches.  Launch detection data is used to 
evaluate events that could directly or indirectly threaten US or allied space assets.  
Similar to missile warning, this information is analyzed to determine potential impacts on 
assets so that timely warnings and recommendations for suitable countermeasures can 
be made.  For domestic launches, this capability supports the characterization of 
nominal and anomalous space launch events. 
 

ANNEX 3-14 SPACE OPERATIONS 

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D03-SPACE-OPS-Amn-Perspect.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D39-Appendix-1-Orbit-Fun.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D26-SPACE-OPS-Missile-Track.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/DTM/dtmspace.htm

