
 

 

 
SPACE MISSION AREAS 
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Air Force Space Command identifies three overarching mission areas:  global space 
mission operations (GSMO); space support (SS); and space control (SC).  All three 
mission areas are supported by space situational awareness (SSA).  In comparison, 
national policy, DOD policy, and joint doctrine identify four mission areas:  space force 
enhancement; SS; SC; and space force application.1  In Air Force doctrine, the mission 
area of space force enhancement is reorganized and renamed GSMO; and the Air 
Force’s capabilities previously addressed under space force application are discussed 
in Annex 3-70, Strategic Attack, and Annex 3-72, Nuclear Operations.  All mission areas 
and functional capabilities play a vital role in the ability of space forces to achieve space 
superiority and enable mission assurance. 

Space superiority is a crucial first step in any military operation.  Space operations attain 
and maintain a desired degree of space superiority by allowing friendly forces to exploit 
space while denying an adversary’s 
ability to do the same (e.g., surveillance, 
protection, prevention, and negation). 

The Air Force integrates space 
capabilities across the spectrum of 
military operations, whether as a single 
Service or in conjunction with other 
Services in joint operations.  The US 
military as a whole is dependent on the 
use of space capabilities in all types of 
warfare to maintain an advantage over 
our adversaries.  However, while US 
military capabilities are evolving rapidly 
due to the use of space, there are 
indications that potential adversaries are 
not only beginning to exploit space for 
their benefit, but also for purposes 
harmful to our national interests. 

Today, we must assume that an adversary has access to the benefits of space and plan 
accordingly.  The reality is that space capabilities, at one time limited to a few space-
                                                           
1 National Space Policy 2010, DOD Directive 3100.10, Space Policy, and JP 3-14, Space Operations.   
See the glossary and references for a description of these four mission areas.   

Space Mission Area Nomenclature 

In Air Force doctrine, the change from 
space force enhancement to GSMO more 
specifically describes force-enhancing 
capabilities such as environmental 
monitoring, SATCOM, and missile tracking 
as global operations that extend to national 
interests beyond military operations. 

Additionally, the capabilities normally 
associated with the joint doctrinal concept 
of space force application—ballistic missile 
defense and force projection—are 
contained in more appropriate areas of Air 
Force doctrine.  

ANNEX 3-14 SPACE OPERATIONS 

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D23-SPACE-OPS-GSMO.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D23-SPACE-OPS-GSMO.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D30-SPACE-OPS-SPACE-SUPT.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D33-SPACE-OPS-Space-Control.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D22-SPACE-OPS-SSA.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D07-SPACE-OPS-Policy.pdf
http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine/new_pubs/jp3_14.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-70-D01-STRAT-Introduction.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-72-D01-NUKE-OPS-Introduction.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D02-SPACE-OPS-Space-Super.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D03-SPACE-OPS-Amn-Perspect.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D33-SPACE-OPS-Space-Control.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D33-SPACE-OPS-Space-Control.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D11-SPACE-OPS-THEATER-C2.pdf
http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine/new_pubs/jp3_14.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D27-SPACE-OPS-Environment.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D27-SPACE-OPS-Environment.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D28-SPACE-OPS-SATCOM.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D26-SPACE-OPS-Missile-Track.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/DTM/dtmspace.htm


 

 

faring nations, are now commercially available to any adversary who challenges our 
advantage.  Additionally, since today's space infrastructure is largely unprotected, our 
space capabilities, as a center of gravity, could be prime targets for hostile exploitation 
and attack. 
 

 


