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Space coordinating authority within a joint force aids in the coordination of joint space 
operations and integration of space capabilities and effects.1  SCA is not a person; it is 
a specific type of coordinating authority delegated to a commander or individual for 
coordinating specific space functions and activities involving forces of two or more 
military departments, functional components, or two or more forces of the same Service.  
The commander with SCA has the authority to require consultation among the agencies 
involved but does not have the authority to compel agreement.  The common task to be 
coordinated will be specified in the establishing directive without disturbing the normal 
organizational relationships in other matters.  Coordinating authority is a consultation 
relationship between commanders, not an authority by which command may be 
exercised.  

The commander with SCA serves as the focal point for gathering space requirements 
from the joint force commander’s (JFC) staff and each component commander.  This 
coordination provides unity of effort for space operations in support of the JFC’s 
campaign.  Space requirements may include requests for space forces (e.g., deployed 
space forces), requests for space capabilities (e.g., support to personnel recovery 
operations), and requests for implementation of specific command relationships (e.g., a 
support relationship between the joint force air component commander (JFACC) and 
CDR JFCC SPACE).  The commander with SCA develops a recommended prioritized 
list of space requirements for the joint force based on JFC objectives.  The sphere of 
influence and focus of SCA in theater is the joint operating area (JOA).  While a 
commander with SCA can facilitate non-traditional uses of space assets, planning staffs 
should use the established processes for fulfilling intelligence and communications 
requirements. 

Because component commanders normally execute operations, the JFC normally 
delegates SCA to the component commander level.  Coordination should be done at the 
operational level because that is where requirements are prioritized to support the 
operations of the component commanders, which in turn support the overall campaign.  
Moreover, the commander delegated SCA should have a theater-wide perspective and 
thorough understanding of integrating space operations with all other military activities. 

Delegation of SCA is tied to force assignment, and it is normally delegated to the 
functional component commander with the preponderance of space forces, expertise in 
space operations, and the ability to command and control (C2) space assets, including 
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reachback.  Preponderance of space forces is based on a component’s space 
capabilities affecting the theater through the command and control (C2) of space forces 
assigned, attached, and supporting.  Users of space capabilities are not a factor in the 
determination of preponderance.  Preponderance is based solely on the ability to 
operate space capabilities and produce effects with space forces. 

During contingencies, a coordinating authority for space is needed within the joint force 
structure to appropriately represent the space requirements of the joint force.  With each 
component and many allies having their own organic space capability, it is necessary to 
integrate and deconflict among the space operations, redundant efforts, and conflicting 
support requests.  By designating SCA for the joint force to a single commander, the 
JFC can optimize space operations in the JOA. 

The JFC normally delegates SCA to the COMAFFOR/JFACC to facilitate unity of effort 
within theater space operations and with global space assets.  There are several 
reasons for this delegation.  First, the COMAFFOR /JFACC has space expertise 
embedded in its staff.  Second, the COMAFFOR/JFACC has the ability to command 
and control space forces via the air operations center (AOC), including reachback to the 
Joint Space Operations Center (JSpOC).  Last, by virtue of its air, space, and 
cyberspace expertise, the COMAFFOR /JFACC normally maintains a JOA, theater-
wide, and global perspective. This multi-layer perspective is essential for coordinating 
space operations that also support the JFC throughout the theater. 

 
 

 

Responsibilities Accompanying Space Coordinating Authority 

 Recommend appropriate command relationships for space forces to the JFC. 
 Establish, deconflict, prioritize and recommend military space requirements. 
 Recommend guidelines for employing space capabilities, such as rules of 

engagement (ROE), for the joint force. 
 Guide strategy development, operational planning, and space integration. 
 Provide status of space assets that affect the JOA to key theater staffs. 
 Maintain space situational awareness. 
 Ensure optimum interoperability of space assets with coalition forces. 

https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-30-D70-C2-Appendix-AOC.pdf
https://doctrine.af.mil/download.jsp?filename=3-14-D19-SPACE-OPS-614-AOC-ORG.pdf

	SPACE COORDINATING AUTHORITY

