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Due to the global nature of space capabilities, space operations are conducted non-stop 
and integrated in virtually every military effort.  Space capabilities apply across the 
range of military operations (ROMO) due to the continued presence and accessibility of 
space assets.  Space forces provide an asymmetric advantage to military forces and 
operations whether responding to engagement, security cooperation, and deterrence 
operations, contingencies and crisis response operations, or major operations and 
campaigns.  These characteristics ensure successful accomplishment of the Air Force 
space mission across the ROMO. 

Use of space capabilities in military engagement, security cooperation, and deterrence 
activities helps shape the operational environment and keep the day-to-day tensions 
between nations or groups below the threshold of armed conflict while maintaining US 
global influence.  In contingency and crisis response operations, space forces in 
collaboration with national intelligence community agencies, service components, 
commercial, and interagency partners provide early and persistent battlespace 
awareness to decision makers.  For major operations and campaigns, space operations 
are integrated in the joint operation planning process (JOPP) at the joint force 
commander (JFC) level and air component level.  The continuous, cyclic, and iterative 
nature of space operations integrates within the JOPP and does not significantly differ 
from planning integration of operations in other domains.  The JOPP also suitably 
leverages the processes which the communications and intelligence communities have 
established for requesting space capabilities.   

US military space operations must be planned and executed not only in concert with 
national agencies, but also as part of a larger networked team of partner nations, 
international consortia, and non-governmental organizations.  In addition, space 
capabilities are already being used across the ROMO by foreign partners and have 
become a critical enabler for their military operations and civil economies.  Commercial 
space services and equipment provide access to satellite communications, space 
imagery, and positioning navigation and timing by even the smallest of nations.  A 
number of nations are developing and orbiting their own indigenously produced space 
systems.   

US military resources will be highly stressed during large-scale contingencies and 
combat operations, so the military may rely on civil, commercial, and foreign space 
assets to support surges in military operations.  These space assets may be leveraged 
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through pre-established agreements, but often must be requested on an unplanned 
basis.  As other nations provide and access space capabilities, the United States must 
consider integrating them into multinational operations.  Non-military space assets 
provide alternatives to meet the military’s operational needs and should be considered  
 


