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As an Air Force major command and the Air Force component to US Special Operations 
Command (USSOCOM), Air Force special operations forces (AFSOF) are responsible for 
providing the necessary capabilities to conduct or support these operations and activities. 
AFSOC refers to these capabilities as core missions1. AFSOF conduct these core missions to 
support USSOCOM directed core activities and any other SecDef directed tasking. AFSOC core 
missions include: 
 
Agile Combat Support. The foundational and crosscutting core mission that enables all 
AFSOC operational core missions and capabilities of specialized air power: speed, lethality, and 
global perspective. It effectively creates, prepares, deploys, employs, sustains, and protects Air 
Force special operations Airmen, assets, and capabilities throughout the range of military 
operations (ROMO).  
 
Aviation Foreign Internal Defense (AvFID). Delivers SOF combat aviation advisors (CAA) 
necessary to assess, train, advise, assist, and equip (ATAAE) partner nation (PN) aviation units 
in airpower employment, sustainment and foreign integration. AvFID is conducted through 
persistent, periodic, or episodic engagements with PNs that facilitate advanced aviation 
employment and other aviation-related functions such as security, airfield management, and 
aircraft maintenance. Mission capabilities are applied across the operational continuum with 
emphasis on combating terrorism, FID, unconventional warfare, and coalition support. CAAs 
advise and assist GCCs, civilian agencies, and foreign aviation units on planning and integrating 
foreign airpower into theater campaign plans, contingencies, and other joint and multinational 
activities. CAA personnel ATAAE foreign aviation combat and combat support units in aircraft 
maintenance, logistics, airbase defense, command and control, aeromedical support, personal 
survival, personnel recovery and other functions supporting combat air operations. CAA are 
aligned by flights to the different theaters, and CAA personnel maintain a high level of garrison 
training and readiness in order to deploy on short notice to any nation within the assigned 
theater. 
 
Command and Control (C2). The exercise of authority and direction by a properly designated 
commander over assigned and attached forces in the accomplishment of the mission. C2 
functions are performed through an arrangement of personnel, equipment, communications, 

                                                            
1 Air Force Special Operations Command 2015 Strategic Vision. AFSOF core missions approved by 
AFSOC/CC to support SO core activities. 
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Information Operations in Recent Conflicts 

AFSOF were heavily involved in the IO mission prior to and during the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Getting an early start on MISO campaign, Air National Guard EC-
130 COMMANDO SOLOs began airing “Voice of America" into the Kuwaiti theater of 
operations on 22 November 1990. 

During Operation DESERT STORM the EC-130s targeted defectors by 
broadcasting "Voice of America"' along with prayers from the Koran and testimony from 
well-treated prisoners. To convince Iraqi troops to surrender, MC-130 COMBAT 
TALONS and HC-130 COMBAT SHADOWs dropped some 17 million leaflets over Iraqi 
defensive positions. The leaflets urged Iraqi soldiers to give up and warned what would 
happen if they did not. The promise was kept when their positions were either bombed 
by B-52s or struck by MC-130s dropping BLU-82 (15,000 pound) bombs. This was a 
model MISO campaign, combining information and strike operations. It was extremely 
effective and caused thousands of Iraqis to flee or surrender. 

In Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM, COMMANDO SOLO 
aircraft broadcast hundreds of hours of MISO messages. Along with millions of leaflets, 
dropped mostly by MC-130s, AFSOF were an integral part of the DOD’s campaign to 
shape perceptions. Just as in previous campaigns, these MISO messages were tailored 
to specific audiences. As Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld describes, “We’re 
working to make clear to the Afghan people that we support them, and we’re working to 
free them from the Taliban and their foreign terrorist allies.” In all of these operations, 
AFSOF forces contributed to the commander’s objectives through the broadcast and 
dissemination of MISO messages. 

facilities, and procedures employed by a commander in planning, directing, coordinating, and 
controlling forces and operations in the accomplishment of joint/combined special operations 
(SO). 
 
Information Operations (IO). An integrated approach of information-related capabilities during 
military operations to influence, disrupt, corrupt, or usurp the decision-making of adversaries 
and potential adversaries while protecting our own. Executed in both a supporting and 
supported role, IO are predominantly non-kinetic capabilities creating effects in all domains to 
ensure information superiority. When effectively integrated into operations in the same manner 
as traditional capabilities, it provides friendly forces the ability to collect, control, exploit, and 
defend information without effective opposition. The capabilities traditionally associated with IO 
are electronic warfare, military information support operations (MISO), military deception, and 
operations security. The purpose of MISO is to induce or reinforce foreign attitudes and 
behaviors favorable to the originator’s objectives. IO is successfully executed not by the 
employment of a single predetermined capability, but by identifying and using any combination 
of information-related capabilities necessary to achieve desired effects.  

 

 

https://jdeis.js.mil/jdeis/new_pubs/jp3_05.pdf


Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR). Synchronizes and integrates sensors, 
assets, and processing, exploitation and dissemination in direct support of current and future 
SOF operations. It consists of manned and remotely piloted aircraft and Distributed Common 
Ground Systems that deliver actionable intelligence to the SOF operator. ISR produces detailed, 
specialized products tailored to mission, customer, and pace of operation that gives SOF a 
decisive advantage against our adversaries. 
 
Precision Strike (PS). Provides the JFC and the SOF operator with specialized capabilities to 
find, fix, finish, exploit, analyze and disseminate (F3EAD) applicable targets. F3EAD can use a 
single weapon system or a combination of systems to fulfill elements of the kill chain. PS 
missions include close air support, air interdiction, and armed reconnaissance. Attributes 
associated with PS include unparalleled persistence, robust communications, superior 
situational awareness, precise target identification, lethality, and survivability. 
 
Specialized Air Mobility. Includes specialized mobility and specialized refueling. Specialized 
mobility is the conduct of rapid global infiltration, exfiltration, and resupply of personnel, 
equipment, and materiel using specialized systems and tactics. Specialized refueling is the 
conduct of rapid, global refueling using specialized systems and tactics, thereby greatly 
increasing mission flexibility and range. These missions may be clandestine, low visibility, or 
overt and through hostile, denied, or politically sensitive airspace using manned or unmanned 
platforms. Operations may be conducted with a single aircraft or as part of a larger force 
package and are normally conducted during periods of darkness. 
 
Special Tactics. Delivers highly specialized, combat proven capabilities to integrate, 
synchronize, and control air assets to achieve tactical, operational, and strategic objectives. 
Special Tactics personnel may be comprised of active duty, AF Reserve Component and Air 
National Guard forces, which may consist of combat controllers, pararescue, special operations 
weather teams (SOWT), and tactical air control party. Special Tactics capabilities consist of air 
traffic control; assault zone assessment, establishment and control; terminal attack control; fire 
support; operational preparation of the environment; special reconnaissance; command & 
control communications; full spectrum personnel and equipment recovery; humanitarian relief; 
and battlefield trauma care. While Special Tactics is an AFSOC Core Mission, IAW Air Force 
Policy Directive 10-35, Battlefield Airmen, Special Tactics personnel are a component of 
Battlefield Airmen.  Special Tactics was previously known as Battlefield Air Operations or BAO. 
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